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an eye on the Deccan and knew its resources as well as the
possibility of its easily becoming independent. He had expe-
rience enough to understand the significance of the forces of
disintegration that were vitally undermining the Imperial
structure. That is why he wanted to retain his control of the
Provinces of the Deccan, where he had already gained repu-
tation in the last decade of Aurangzib's reign, as the captor
of Jinji and Wakinkhera. It was chiefly on his advice and
suggestion that practically all the Turdnl high officials, whom
he regarded as his potential rivals, were removed from the
Deccan and dispersed to different and distant parts of the
country, so that they might not be in the way of his ambi-
tion. The Emperor being a negligent person in so far as the
affairs of the State were concerned, Zulfiqar Khan had every
chance of extending his power and influence. The former's
complacence had reached the point that a certain wit found
the chronogram of his accession to the throne in the words
'Shah-i-Bekhabar* ( the heedless monarch)-1
When Bahadur Shah was in the Deccan, he was approached
by the wakils of both Raja Sahu and Tara Bai to seek Impe-
rial favour and recognition. Raibhanji Bhonsla, the wakll of
Raja Sahu, was introduced to the Emperor by Zulfiqar Khan
Nusrat Jang, Subedar of the Deccan. The latter used his best
endeavours to get official confirmation of the rights granted
to Sahu by A'zam Shah before he started his ill-fated march to
Northern India to contest the Imperial throne. The wakll peti-
tioned for a firman conferring on Sahu the right of collecting
the Chauth and Sardeshmukhl in the six subahs of the Deccan^
on the condition of restoring prosperity to the ruined land.
Mun'im Khan Khan-i-Khanan espoused the cause of Tara
Bar who had sued for peace through the former's intervention
and had asked for a firman in the name of her son. She was
willing to conclude an agreement on more favourable terms
to the Imperialists. She promised to suppress the insurgents
and restore order in the Deccan, provided she was granted the
nine rupees of the Sardeshmukhl^ without any reference to the
Chauth. The Emperor lacked power of decision. He did not
want to displease either Zulfiqar Khan or Mun'im Khan,
whose mutual jealousy for predominance in the Court created
1 Op. dt., p. 630.

